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READY FOR HARVARD
Dr. Carolyn Martsberger, assistant professor of physics, and Zifan “Ivan” Gu ’21 adjust a heat
exchanger for their experiment investigating the impact of temperature on cardiac tissue and
the onset of arrhythmic behavior in the heart. Gu will be entering Harvard Medical School in
the fall to complete a degree in biomedical informatics.
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MESSAGE

FROM
THE

PRESIDENT

Community is a word that seems to come up repeatedly in conversations about Wofford College. Our community joined together to
stay together during the 2020-21 academic year, and we honored our
community during the pandemic by preserving health, the integrity
of the academic program and employment for faculty and staff.
College constituents often cited the importance of Wofford’s sense
of community during the Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
listening sessions and surveys, and we gathered as a community to
celebrate the Class of 2021 during Commencement.
The past 15 months have not been easy, but I cannot imagine what
we would have done as a college without the support of this community. Thank you!
What’s even more remarkable, however, is that we thrived. Our
college completed a comprehensive fundraising campaign, securing
more than $470 million to support Wofford students. The first class
of Gateway Scholars graduated, all with positive career outcomes,
and everyone seemed to enjoy a spring Interim for the first time in
the college’s history. See photos and read about these and other
stories in this edition of Wofford Today.
Again, thank you for being a part of this community and for supporting Wofford College. Because of you, the future has never
looked so bright!

Nayef H. Samhat
11TH PRESIDENT OF WOFFORD COLLEGE

At the end of April, President Samhat invited students who
participated in his weekly Presidential Seminar to the President's
Home for a reception.
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Sustainability is a part of Wofford's mission and core values, and a new mural on the
Milliken House in the Northside Station asks the Wofford and Northside communities
to think about the topic. The mural was designed by Erin Patton, a graphic designer
in the Office of Marketing and Communications, and produced by Adam Schrimmer,
muralist and owner of Blank Canvas Mural Company.
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WHERE THOUGHT LEADS AT

WOFFORD

Read more about these and other stories online at
wofford.edu/woffordtoday.

PRESIDENTIAL INTERNATIONAL SCHOLAR

DORROLL’S BOOK EXPANDS UNDERSTANDING

Hector Ortiz ’22, a triple major from Saluda, S.C., studying biology,
philosophy and Spanish, will be the college’s 38th Presidential
International Scholar during the 2021-22 academic year. Ortiz’s
research will focus on how Argentina and South Africa manage
tuberculosis and Type 2 diabetes.

Dr. Philip Dorroll, associate professor of religion, is receiving favorable
reviews for his recently published book “Islamic Theology in the
Turkish Republic.” Dorroll used his studies of Turkish to analyze and
translate the work of prominent Turkish theological thinkers from the
19th century to the present day. He reviewed at least 200 articles.
Many of the scholars had never received exposure in English.

Read more online.

Read more online.

A DIFFERENT WORLD

FREDERICK DOUGLASS GLOBAL FELLOW

When COVID-19 hit, Dr. Phillip Stone ’94, the college’s archivist,
had to start documenting things that didn’t happen because of the
pandemic as well as things that did. Stone, also an adjunct professor
in government and international affairs, began saving the college’s
Daily Announcements and press releases to document reminders
about handwashing and event cancellations.

Isaiah Franco ’23, a Spanish and international affairs major from
Newtown, Pa., is one of 14 U.S. college students selected to
spend the summer in Dublin, Ireland, as a Frederick Douglass
Global Fellow. More than 500 students applied for the fellowship
sponsored by the Council on International Educational Exchange
(CIEE) and Ireland’s Department of Foreign Affairs.

Read more online.

Read more online.
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in Teaching Award. This is the 14th year SCICU has recognized faculty
with awards, which have rigorous guidelines and come with a $3,000
professional development grant.
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Dr. Paige West ’91 earns Guggenheim Fellowship
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THANKING WOFFORD’S COVID HEROES
Drake Ives ’22 turned her ethnography project into a fundraiser for
Ruth’s Gleanings, a Spartanburg nonprofit whose mission is to increase
access to fresh, healthy foods, and as a reward for Wofford’s COVID-19
heroes. Fruits and vegetables were shared with the college’s facilities,
Campus Safety and Wellness Center staffs to express gratitude for
how those teams kept the college running during the pandemic.
Read more online.

WOFFORD RECOGNIZED BY
PRINCETON REVIEW
Wofford College continues to be recognized for its
return-on-investment (ROI) rating, this time by The
Princeton Review. The college is among 200 institutions
making the publication’s Best Value Colleges for 2021.
Colleges are selected based on academics, affordability
and career preparation. The Princeton Review also
ranked Wofford No. 15 on its list of 20 private colleges
with the “Best Alumni Network.”
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TERRIERS
The Wofford baseball team celebrates after sweeping a doubleheader against Mercer on May
21 at Russell C. King Field to win the Southern Conference regular season championship and
secure the No. 1 seed in the conference tournament for the first time in college history.
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$ 470 M I L L I O N R E A S O N S TO
C E L E B R AT E A N D K E E P A S P I R I N G
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A

Wofford just completed a $300
million comprehensive campaign,
exceeding the original goal by more
than $170 million. So, what does $470
million in new gifts over the past six
years mean for our college?

about 70 others working across
campus also enjoy larger paychecks. “God is good! That was my
first thought when I heard about the
new minimum wage on campus. Mr.
Richardson’s gift was an answer to
prayer,” he says.

A new minimum wage

During the campaign, Jerry
Richardson ’59 made a $150 million
gift to the endowment with four designations: $110 million for need-based
scholarships, $10 million for needbased experiential learning opportunities, $20 million to support the
renovation and repair of Richardsonnamed buildings and $10 million to
boost the minimum compensation
on campus to $15 per hour.

Chris Carson, a member of the college’s housekeeping staff, started at
Wofford College 24 years ago, and he
didn’t think he’d make it beyond the
first summer. “Wofford became like a
second family, though, and I stayed.”
His cousin, Virginia Brewton, also
on the housekeeping team, joined
the college not long after Carson —
although she’s quick to say she put
in her application at Wofford before
Carson and is the one who told him
about the job opening. Brewton also
has stayed at Wofford because of the
people and the relationships she’s
developed with staff, faculty and
students while working in the Olin
Building. “Wofford has truly been
good to me,” says Brewton, who
was a single mom of two when she
started and needed occasional flexibility and help with childcare.
Tim Hosch has worked as a
groundskeeper for the past eight
years. He loves being outside and
wearing his Wofford apparel even
when he’s not working. Now he and

B

“When President Samhat met with
us to talk about Mr. Richardson’s gift,
I thought, I wish I had the opportunity to thank him personally,” says
Brewton. “Then I did. The day he visited campus in May, he reached out
to me after the program, and I said,
‘Mr. Richardson, God bless you for the
gift. You didn’t have to, but you did.
It might not be a lot for some people,
but it’s a whole lot for others.’ We
both got emotional. You never know
another person’s story. Raising the
minimum wage on campus made it
easier on some people.”
The higher minimum compensation
pool has allowed the college to retain
staff who have enjoyed working at

C

D

A) Luz Arango B) Dorothy Adams C) D'Carlos Jones D) Olga
Krayevski E) Tim Hosch F) Christopher Carson and Virginia
Brewton, who is also opposite with Jerry Richardson ’59.

F

E
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Wofford but who were tempted by
higher-paying jobs in manufacturing. “Now outside people are even
looking at the college and are putting in applications because we
offer more competitive salaries,”
says Jeff Burney, director of housekeeping and event services. Burney
started at the college as a housekeeper in the Richardson Physical
Activities Building 23 years ago
making federal minimum wage. He
spoke at the special campus celebration for the $150 million endowment gift.

“ WO F F O R D CO L L E G E
REDIRECTED MY LIFE AND
M Y FA M I LY ' S L I F E F O R E V E R .
T H I S I S A S P E C I A L P L AC E .”

“This is more than a job for most
of us,” said Burney to a crowd
of students, staff and faculty, all
wearing #51 T-shirts. “We love
Wofford College, and we appreciate you [Mr. Richardson] noticing
our efforts and remembering us
in this way.” Through the college’s
tuition exchange program, Burney
supported his sons through college.
Now he’s nearing the completion
of his associate degree in management from Spartanburg Community
College. “Wofford College redirected my life and my family's life
forever. This is a special place.”

Student experiences
The ForWofford campaign yielded
funding to support experiential
learning, which will make student
experiences, including study away
— whether at a college or university abroad or through off-campus
research or internships — more
accessible for more students.
One alumnus, wishing to remain
anonymous, gave $5 million in support of the vision laid out by the
college’s trustees and administration and to express his appreciation
for “all the good Mr. Richardson has
done.”
The anonymous donor simply asked
the college to use the gift so that it
could further Wofford’s reputation
as a national liberal arts college and
provide a complete experience for
students.
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Two million dollars of that gift is
being used to match donations
being made to support student
experiences. Trustee Howard Coker
’85 also made a gift to support gift
matching opportunities.

JEFF BURNEY

Top: Jeff Burney shares his story of going
from housekeeper to director of housekeeping and event services.

Bottom: Facilities staff greet Mr.
and Mrs. Richardson when they
arrive at the indoor stadium.

“I was given an opportunity at
Wofford that I’ve been able to
leverage, and we have an obligation to make Wofford better,” says
Coker, CEO of Sonoco. “While we
have a responsibility to provide a
higher-value experience for today’s
students, there’s an understanding
that they will, too.”

Interim for students with financial
need.

Each of the gifts supporting student experiences involved donors
closely examining student needs to
enhance their Wofford experience.

The Maria and Steven Mungo World
Experience Fund supports international travel opportunities for
Wofford students who have significant financial need. The college’s
tuition and financial aid often can
be used toward study abroad experiences, but students can incur
additional costs when traveling
and visiting sites outside of their
programs.

Susu and George Dean Johnson
Jr., entrepreneur, business leader
and founder of The Johnson Group,
recently established the Corry W.
Oakes III Endowed Interim Support
Fund in honor of Corry Oakes ’89,
Johnson’s business partner and
immediate past chairman of the
Wofford board of trustees. The
award supports opportunities for
international travel, internships
and other experiences during the

“My wife and I wanted to do something to honor Corry and the person
he is, including his tremendous
leadership on the college’s board
of trustees,” says Johnson. “We also
wanted to support students who
are following in his footsteps.”

The Mungo World Experience
Fund supports students studying abroad by giving them the
opportunity to apply for “roaming

funds” to experience other parts of
a region or continent where they
are studying.
“We never want the cost of airfare
[or a train ticket] to be an obstacle,”
says Steven Mungo ’81, a member of
Wofford’s board of trustees.
Craig Melvin ’01, also a member
of the college's board of trustees,
has a lone regret from his time at
Wofford; he didn’t study abroad.
In part, he didn’t want to miss out
on campus happenings, but cost
was a factor as well. Now as co-host
for NBC’s “Today” show and a news
anchor for NBC News and MSNBC,
he’s heard many stories of college
students fighting to earn internships
before turning opportunities down
because they can’t afford to relocate for a summer.
He and his wife, Lindsay Czarniak, a
national sports anchor and reporter,
established the Lindsay and Craig
Melvin Fund to support experiential
learning. They saw their gift as more
than a donation to the institution.
“Lindsay and I didn’t look at it as
a gift to the college,” Melvin says.
“I viewed it as a gift for a kid who
looks like me and has a similar background. That changes the aperture of how we view giving. We
wanted to create opportunities for
students.”

gratitude and growth
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Student opportunity
One of the huge successes of the
ForWofford comprehensive campaign was the addition of 189 new
endowed scholarships, many of
those made more doable and more
attractive for donors because of the
Trustee Matching Fund, initiated by
Marsha and Jimmy Gibbs. The fund
encouraged the establishment of
endowed scholarships by providing a pool of dollars designated to
match scholarships gifts.
Normally, the college requires a
minimum of $50,000 for the establishment of a permanently endowed
scholarship. The one-to-one match
(up to $100,000) from the Trustee
Matching Fund, however, dropped
the individual minimum commitment to $25,000.
Erin Mitchell Watson ’91, now a
Wofford trustee, and her husband,
Tom, established the Edward J.
Mitchell Jr. Endowed Scholarship
Fund using the Trustee Matching
Fund to recognize her father’s
legacy in higher education.
Preference for the scholarship goes
to a woman interested in going into
a business field who demonstrates
campus and community involvement. Amy and Clint North ’79 used
the match to establish the North
Family Endowed Fund to support
the scholarship needs of students
with learning differences while providing programmatic support for
the college’s Wellness Center.

Dr. Danny Morrison ’75 (center)
with Marsha and Jimmy Gibbs.
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“This is one of the most selfless gifts
ever made to Wofford because it
allows others to enjoy the feeling of
giving,” says Calhoun Kennedy ’89,
associate vice president and executive director for advancement.
“Scholarships will always be our top
priority because students are our
top priority. Many outstanding students who want to attend Wofford
have difficulty doing so because
of financial constraints. Students
who look at Wofford have options,
and these scholarships can make
the difference between a student
coming to Wofford or choosing
another institution.”

Historic campus
The ForWofford campaign yielded
five new buildings and the renovation and improvement of several
other facilities on campus. One of
the most recent additions — the
Chandler Center for Environmental
Studies — was dedicated in May.
“This has been a remarkable year
at Wofford College. During a pandemic, we managed to complete
a $300 million comprehensive
campaign, including the construction of the Chandler Center
for Environmental Studies,” says
President Nayef Samhat. “Delores
and Harold Chandler ’71, who made
the lead gift for the new Chandler
Center for Environmental Studies,
are the ideal examples of the type

of generous servant leaders who
have made the campaign’s success
possible.”
The Chandlers have high hopes for
students studying in the space.
“Students who will study here
will lead companies or cities and
states or other entities into a more
environmentally sensitive era, or
may become innovators or inventors, or who knows, even win a
Nobel Prize for their stewardship
and commitment,” Chandler said
during the dedication. “We expect
to witness meaningful contributions
from those who study, teach and

are otherwise influenced by this
award-winning facility and faculty.”
Environmental studies is one of
the newest majors on Wofford’s
campus, and the Chandler Center
for Environmental Studies was
designed to meet the department’s
distinctive needs.
“Twelve years ago, environmental
studies at Wofford College was
established, and I can’t think of a
better way to celebrate than by
moving into a new building,” said Dr.
Kaye Savage, professor and director of the Goodall Environmental
Studies Center. “Every nook and

During the Chandler Center ribbon cutting: (from left) Ron Smith, Dr. Kaye Savage, Irvin
Mulligan ’23, Dolores Chandler, Harold Chandler, Dr. Nayef Samhat and Corry Oakes ’89
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cranny in the Chandler Center
for Environmental Studies offers
opportunities to teach and learn
lessons in sustainability, green
building, food systems, energy efficiency and more.”

B

Other buildings constructed as part
of the campaign were the Rosalind
Sallenger Richardson Center for the
Arts, the Stewart H. Johnson Greek
Village, the Jerry Richardson Indoor
Stadium and the Jerome Johnson
Richardson Hall. The Sandor Teszler
Library, the Burwell Building, the
Mungo Student Center and several
residence halls also were renovated,
or are in the process of major rennovation, and the college has begun
construction on a new softball
complex.
C

A

D

A) Stewart H. Johnson Greek Village
B) Jerry Richardson Indoor Stadium
C) Rosalind Sallenger Richardson Center for the Arts
D) Chandler Center for Environmental Studies
E) Jerome Johnson Richardson Hall
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“ T E R R I E R S G I V E TO S U P P O R T OT H E R
T E R R I E R S . T H AT ’ S J U S T W H AT W E D O.”
D R . DA N N Y M O R R I S O N ’ 75

What's next
“It’s important to pause, celebrate
and express our enormous appreciation for the gifts we received, but
it’s also vital that we honor all of
the donors and gifts of this campaign by striving for an even more
powerful student experience and
an even better Wofford College,”
says Samhat.
Exceeding the campaign goal was
a significant accomplishment, but
Chris Carpenter ’90, campaign
co-chair and the chairman of the
college’s board of trustees, says this
is just the beginning.
“Together we accomplished an
ambitious goal,” says Carpenter,
referencing the more than 14,000
forward-thinking alumni, parents,
students, faculty, staff and friends of
the college who made contributions
during the ForWofford campaign.
“The impact of their generosity is
evident on our historic campus and
in the areas of academic excellence
and student opportunity and experience. Wofford College is fortunate
to have such loyal supporters now
and as we take the next steps.”
Next steps include continuing to
grow the college’s endowment,
which now is just over $400 million.

That places us midpack among
benchmark national liberal arts colleges with similar academic profiles.
“There is absolutely no downside
to increasing the college’s endowment,” says Dr. David Wood, senior
vice president for advancement.
“Students can always use scholarship funding, and the college
can always use additional funding
for professorships and innovative
programs.”
According to Wood, donors now
have the opportunity to get creative
in terms of taking their interests and
aligning them with Wofford’s needs.
Some of the college’s most recent
gifts do exactly this by funding
efforts to increase diversity, equity
and inclusion work or opportunities
for student entrepreneurs.
“We had gifts of all sizes, and every
one of them has made Wofford a
better college,” says Dr. Danny
Morrison ’75, campaign co-chair.
“Terriers give to support other
Terriers. That’s just what we do. I
can’t imagine a better use of funds
than supporting the next generation of leaders.”
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COMMENCEMENT

2021
BY D U D L E Y B R OW N A N D
R O B E R T W. DA LTO N

Commencement was a joyous occasion,
as it should have been, but Wofford’s
167th Commencement was even more
meaningful considering such an event
wasn’t possible a year ago. Throughout
the weekend, President Nayef Samhat
expressed gratitude for the opportunity
to have in-person gatherings.
The weekend included the largest
on-campus events in more than a year
as 350 graduates were saluted and the
contributions of faculty and longtime
friends of the college were recognized.
Masks and social distance were still a part
of the event, but graduates were able
to celebrate with each other and their
families while providing the college with
its first semblance of normalcy in a while.
“We are grateful to be here today —
in person — to celebrate our newest
graduates,” said Samhat during
Commencement exercises at Gibbs
Stadium. “We have all planned for this
moment, but as the pandemic has taught
us, sometimes the best plans are derailed
by circumstances beyond our control.”

Shawan Gillians ’04 served as the
ceremony’s featured speaker. Gillians,
a Wofford College trustee and an
attorney and director of legal services
and corporate secretary with Santee
Cooper, reflected on the Class of 2021’s
unique experiences of studying during
a pandemic while witnessing civil unrest
over the past year. She also encouraged
graduates to fight egotism and engage
in intentional acts of kindness.
As Gillians noted, graduates possibly
had moments when they grappled with
loneliness.
“While I spent my college years believing
I understood what John Donne meant
when he wrote that no man is an island
entire of itself, you lived the sunset
of your college career in and out of
quarantine; certainly to be forgiven for
feeling that you were indeed alone on an
island,” said Gillians. “That your troubles
were yours alone to bear. Your joys to
be celebrated alone.” (Read Gillians full
speech at wofford.edu/woffordtoday.)

H O N O R G R A D UAT E S
President Samhat congratulates the six
honor graduates and their perfect 4.0
GPAs (from left): Peyton Ruth Pratt,
Hugo Francis Stack, Rik Ujaan, Emma
Harmon McDaniel, Margaret Grace
Adcock and Price Madison Rainwater.
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CLASS OF 2021

“It doesn’t take physical
proximity to be together. It is not
necessary to have commonality
of thought to achieve unity of
purpose, and to have love and
respect for one another.”
CO M M E N C E M E N T S P E A K E R
S H AWA N G I L L I A N S ’ 0 4
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CLASS OF 2021

The weekend included Phi
Beta Kappa induction, Honors
Convocation, Baccalaureate and
Commencement, held this year in
Gibbs Stadium for the first time.
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COMMENCEMENT AWARDS

D

A

E

B

F

C

A) Dr. James E. Bostic B) Dr. Steven A. Skinner ’76 C) Dr. William B. Gravely ’61 D) Dr. Leland G. Close and Dr. Gloria W. Close
E) Price Rainwater ’21 and Matthew Newton ’21 F) Dr. Catherine Schmitz G) Dr. Katherine Steinmetz
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H O N O R A RY D E G R E E R E C I P I E N T S

S U L L I VA N AWA R D W I N N E R S

During Commencement, the college awarded 364
Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts degrees to
350 graduates. The college also conferred honorary
degrees on three individuals: Dr. James E. Bostic, who
served on the college’s board of trustees for 23 years;
Dr. William B. Gravely ’61, a recipient of a Guggenheim
Foundation grant that supported his research on what’s
considered South Carolina’s last racially motivated
lynching; and Dr. Steven A. Skinner ’76, director of the
Greenwood Genetic Center and a clinical geneticist.

The college presented the prestigious Mary Mildred Sullivan
Award to Price Rainwater ’21, a biology major from Florence,
S.C. The nonstudent recipient was Dr. Gloria W. Close, a former
administrator with the University of South Carolina Upstate who’s
led initiatives to improve education and housing for Spartanburg
youth. The recipient of the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award was
Matthew Newton, a government and environmental studies major
from Santee, S.C., and the nonstudent recipient was Dr. Leland G.
Close, executive director of Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg.

CLASS OF 2021

CLASS
of
2020
Class officers from the Class of 2020 have
worked closely with Wofford’s administration to
make plans to celebrate the class with a weekend
of events during Homecoming this fall, Oct. 15-17.

G

OCT.
15-17
T E AC H I N G AWA R D S
Special teaching awards were presented
to Dr. Catherine Schmitz, professor
of French, who received the Philip
Covington Award for Excellence in
the Teaching of Humanities and Social
Sciences; and Dr. Katherine Steinmetz,
associate professor of psychology, who
received the Roger Milliken Award for
Excellence in the Teaching of Science.

There will be an informal
gathering Friday night with a live
band, tailgating before Saturday’s
football game and postgame
gatherings in downtown
Spartanburg.

A more formal ceremony will be held Sunday,
Oct. 17, at 9:30 a.m. to honor the class and
celebrate its achievements. Family members
will be able to attend the Sunday ceremony.

Registration information will
be sent to the class soon.

CELEBRATE
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COMMENCEMENT 2021: RETIRING FACULTY

Dr. Caroline Mark, professor of French, is
one of three retiring faculty members. She
was granted emeritus status.

Au revoir

DR. CAROLINE MARK

One of the highlights of Dr. Caroline
A. Mark’s tenure at Wofford College
was receiving the South Carolina
Independent Colleges and Universities’
Excellence in Teaching Award in 2010.

Wofford’s location — halfway between
family in Atlanta, Ga., and Greensboro,
N.C. — was part of the attraction for
Mark. But she says it was Wofford’s
tight-knit community that made her stay.

“Teaching — that is, focusing on
students and their needs — has always
been my passion, and seeing that
passion recognized was so gratifying,”
says Mark, professor of French.

“I have come to love Wofford’s
faculty, staff and students, and I have
appreciated the administration’s support
and encouragement,” she says.

Mark came to Wofford in 1984 after
earning her Ph.D. at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Mark says one of her favorite memories
was telling Dr. Dan Maultsby ’61, dean of
the college and professor of sociology
emeritus, that she was pregnant during
finals week in May 1985. She says
Maultsby told her she would be the first
Wofford faculty member to have a baby.

“My professors were rooting for me to
land a job there, as they knew Wofford
was a fine institution,” Mark says.

“Since the faculty then was mostly men,
that news did not surprise me,” Mark
says. “I gave birth to that first faculty

Mark retired at the close of the academic
year after 37 years at Wofford. She was
promoted to professor emerita.
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baby on Dec. 28, 1985, just 10 days after
turning in final grades, and was given
Interim off as my maternity leave.”
Mark says she’s looking forward to no
more alarm clocks and no more grading.
She plans to take on some fun projects
with her daughter, Claire Cunningham,
and travel with her husband, Andy Mark.
She also says she’ll be back on campus
for French Club events and possibly
Lifelong Learning at Wofford classes.
“I will miss my dear, wonderful students,”
she says. “They have seen me shed tears
as I’ve made my goodbyes. It’s probably
how graduating seniors feel — looking
forward to the culmination of a lot of
hard work but sad to be leaving people
you love.”

CLASS OF 2021

Unfinished business
Dr. Gerald T. Thurmond is going to
take care of some unfinished business.
Thurmond, professor of sociology
and anthropology, was hiking the
Appalachian Trail in March 2020 when
the growing COVID-19 pandemic
forced him to head home. He’s going
to take up where he left off.
And he’ll have time to do it. Thurmond
retired at the end of the academic
year after 41 years of service.
He arrived at Wofford in 1980 after
a two-year contract at St. Andrews
University in Laurinburg, N.C., wasn’t
extended. He had a new baby and
says he was desperate for a job.
“I came to Wofford on another shortterm contract to replace Dr. Dan
Maultsby ’61 (dean of the college and
professor of sociology emeritus) in
the sociology department,” Thurmond
says. “When he became dean, my job
became tenure track. What seemed
like the worst of luck at St. Andrews
turned out to be one of the luckiest
things to ever happen to me. I ended
up teaching at Wofford for more than
40 years.”

Moving on

DR. GERALD THURMOND
Thurmond taught 13 classes per year
— four each semester, two each in
the two summer sessions and Interim
— for most of his career. He did it,
he says, because Wofford was the
perfect place for him.
“The classes were relatively small,
and I could get to know many
of my students,” he says. “Also, I
made friends with colleagues from
art history, biology, chemistry,
government, philosophy and other
departments, and that was an
education in itself. This is not possible
in big universities.”
Wofford also allowed Thurmond to
explore his interests, including natural
history and writing.
“In what other place could I have
hunted snakes in Florida, Arizona
and Western Mexico with Dr. Ab
Abercrombie (retired professor
of biology and social sciences), or
kept snakes and other critters in
my office, sat in on a novella writing
class with Dr. Deno Trakas (professor
of English emeritus) and discussed
poetry and nature writing and edit an

anthology with John Lane (professor
of environmental studies emeritus)?”
Thurmond says some of his favorite
memories are of individual students.
And it wasn’t always the most
academically talented who captured
his attention.
“I was always comforted to know
that whatever grade a student got in
my classes was no indication of their
worth as a person or their future
success,” he says. “Some of the
students who did not get the highest
grades in my classes were some of
my favorites and have gone on to do
great things.”
Thurmond plans to spend his next
chapter traveling, writing and taking
courses. He says he may teach in
the Lifelong Learning at Wofford
program. The excitement of a new
year with new people in it will be one
of the things he’ll miss the most.
“Every year, I had a chance to start
over and maybe try to do things a little
different and better,” he says.

DR. JOHN FARRENKOPF

One of Dr. John Farrenkopf’s most
memorable moments during his
Wofford tenure was designing an
interdisciplinary course on German
historian and philosopher Oswald
Spengler and his analysis of the
decline of the West.
A highlight of the course for
Farrenkopf was that it used his book,
“Prophet of Decline: Spengler on
World History and Politics,” as its
primary text. In conducting research
in Germany for the book, Farrenkopf
received two Fulbright and two
Thyssen scholarships.
“A high point of teaching the course
was the impressive quality of the
essays and term papers that many
of my students diligently crafted,”
Farrenkopf says.
Farrenkopf, professor of government
and international affairs, retired at
the end of the academic year after 15

years of service at Wofford. He was
promoted to professor emeritus.
He arrived at Wofford in 2006 after
having been previously tenured at
McMurry University, a Methodist
college in Abilene, Texas.
“I had completed an M.A. in
government at Georgetown University
and Ph.D. studies in foreign affairs at
the University of Virginia, and my
parents had built a beautiful home in
the city where it’s located,” he says.
“So an excellent liberal arts college in
the South, such as Wofford, definitely
had appeal.”
Farrenkopf says another memorable
moment came in his final semester.
“I thoroughly revised 35 original
lectures I had written for my course on
modern China and shared them with
the students enrolled in the course
conducted over Zoom in order to
enrich their educational experience,”
he says.

Farrenkopf says there are many
things he will miss about Wofford,
first and foremost among them being
the students. He says he’ll also miss
the ROTC program downstairs from
his office and “the opportunity to
inject humor into instruction, and
the intellectual excitement of the
classroom.”
Farrenkopf said he would especially
miss Dr. Robert Jeffrey, a fellow
professor of government and
international affairs, and other
colleagues.
In the short term, Farrenkopf says
he’s looking forward to sticking to
his exercise program, expanding
his “limited culinary repertoire” and
socializing once the pandemic is
over. He also plans to study foreign
languages, travel and teach more,
either in the United States or overseas.
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2021 INTERIM
The only thing better than Interim in January is Interim at the
end of the spring semester — at least, that seemed to be the
student consensus. With many travel-study programs canceled
during the spring, most students stayed on campus.
The photos speak for themselves.
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2

1

Dr. Li Qing Kinnison (Chinese) and Dr. Chris Waidner (chemistry)
taught “Chinese Calligraphy,” both through study of master
calligraphers and hands-on practice.

2

In “Grounded at Glendale,” Dr. Kaye Savage (environmental
studies) and Dr. Katherine Steinmetz (psychology) spent the
month with students at the college’s Goodall Environmental
Studies Center studying place and the effects of stress on humans.

3

Students were regular performers on campus during Interim
thanks to the “Bluegrass and Mountain Music” course taught by
Dr. Anna Harkey (sociology and anthropology).

4

Leaders in the field of wilderness medicine were on campus
during Interim to teach “Wilderness Medicine and Survival.” Dr.
Chuck Smith (biology) led the course.

3

4

4

5

5

“Fly Tying and Fishing” explored the rich literature associated with fly fishing and tying as well as the
local fishing waters. The Rev. Dr. Ron Robinson ’78, Perkins Prothro Chaplain and Professor of Religion,
and Dr. Philip Swicegood (finance) taught the course.
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6

6

“Just Tri It” gave students the
opportunity to explore the world
of triathlons. Ben Cartwright
(accounting) and Dr. Jeremy
Morris (biology) and taught the
course.

7

Dr. Tasha Smith-Tyus, director of
career services, taught “Adulting
101: Building Lifelong Skills in
College." Cooking lessons were
a part of the experience.

8

“Pandemic” was one of the
games that students in Dr.
Geoffrey Mitchell’s (biology)
“Tabletop Gaming” Interim
played, analyzed and reviewed.
As a final project, students
designed and constructed a
prototype tabletop game to
share with the class.

7

8
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9

“Yoga: Science, Psychology and
Practice,” taught by Dr. Katherine
Valde (philosophy) and Dr.
Jennifer Bradham (environmental studies), met “Slow Reading
and Mindfulness,” led by Dr. Carey
Voeller (English) on the horseshoe behind Main Building for a
month of rejuvenating mornings.

10

In “The Way We Roll: Skating
Skills Exploration,” Jessica ScottFelder (studio art) led students
on a journey through the social
subculture of skating.

11

Dr. Dave Pittman ’94 (psychology)
and Dr. Caleb Arrington (chemistry) taught “The Science and Art
of Craft Brewing.” Students had
to be 21 or older to participate.

9

10

11
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12

13

14
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2021 INTERIM

15

12

Dr. Amy Telligman (environmental
studies) taught “Environmental
Studies, Science in Context: The
Science of Fermentation.”

13

Students in “Kitchen Chemistry”
with Dr. Zach Davis (chemistry)
and Dr. Heidi Bostic (chemistry)
explored the chemical reactions
that occur during cooking. They
also enjoyed tasting … most of
the time.

14

Students in Dr. Michael Webster’s
(studio art) “Furniture DesignBuild” course transformed raw
lumber into a contemporary
heirloom.

16

15

Dr. David Sykes (computer
science) and Dr. Caroline Mark
(French) spent the month
with students interested in
“Storytelling with Computer
Animation.”

16

Dr. John Lefebvre (psychology)
16
emphasized the study of the elements
of architecture and how they relate to
each other and to human beings during
the “Amateur Architecture” Interim.
Wofford’s new buildings made for
good discussion.

17

The area around Wofford offers
many great riding opportunities,
as students in “Mountain Biking
the Carolinas” discovered. Dr.
Mackay Salley ’95 (physics)
taught the course.

17

Interim today still harkens back
to the original Interim proposal,
giving
“both
teacher
and
student the liberty to explore,
to experiment, to try new
approaches, and in doing so
to run risks that cannot be run
during the regular semester when
the emphasis is different. ... The
Interim program has as its keynote
innovation and experiment.”
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BY ROBERT W. DALTON

FULL
HOUSE

FIRST GROUP OF GATEWAY
SCHOLARS EARNS DEGREES

The odds said they were less likely to complete
their college degrees.
Wofford College decided to play those odds, creating the Gateway Scholars program to support
their efforts. Four years later, the program has
delivered a full house.
Eighteen first-year students entered the program’s inaugural class in 2017. One graduated
in 2020. The rest are all members of the class
of 2021, along with two others who joined the
program in 2018.
“The college was looking to support students
from groups that are statistically less likely to
complete their college degree,” says Dr. Boyce
Lawton, dean for student success. “But we
wanted to do more than just help them earn a
degree, we wanted to help them thrive.”
The program was tailored for first-generation
college students, Pell Grant recipients and/or
DACA-protected students. The college secured
a grant from the Jolley Foundation to fund the
first five years of the program. Lawton and James
Stukes, coordinator for college access and student success, oversee the program.
“What I’ve tried to convey to the students is that
we’re here to be a resource for them for whatever they’re going through, whether academically or in their personal lives,” says Stukes. “The
Gateway Scholars program is a prime example
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MARIANA GONZALEZ

RUSSELL ROBERT KIBBE V

Hometown: Hickory, N.C.

Hometown: Irmo, S.C.

Major: Psychology

Major: Chemistry

Highlights: As a Bonner Scholar, she

Highlights: Graduated magna cum

dedicated her time to Arch Ministries,
mentoring and tutoring first-grade
students in the Spartanburg community.
She was part of a research team of
Wofford students and faculty who
studied Spartanburg’s Latinx youth
community.

laude. He was a Phi Beta Kappa
inductee, a Campus Union delegate
and a Terrier Supply Closet committee
member.

Next: Pursuing a Ph.D. in chemistry at
North Carolina State University.

Next: Graduate school at Adler

University in Chicago, Ill., to pursue a
master’s degree in clinical mental health
counseling.

JONATHAN JALEN CARTER

MAYRA LIZETH LOMELI-GARCIA

Hometown: Clinton, S.C.

Hometown: Charleston, S.C.

Majors: Psychology, sociology and

Majors: Psychology and Spanish

anthropology

Highlights: Graduated magna cum laude,
winner of the Henry Freeman Service
Award, the American Legion Award
and the James E. Seegars Award for
psychology. He was a Phi Beta Kappa
inductee, a student advocate within
Wofford’s judicial system and former
president of the Wofford Men of Color.

Next: He will attend law school at

Washington University in St. Louis, Mo.

Highlights: Winner of the John L. Salmon

Award for Spanish. Past president of the
Organization of Latin American Students.
She was an iCAN Fellow and conducted
inclusive place-making research within the
Spartanburg Hispanic community and with
the Child Protection Training Center on the
Resilient Schools project.

Next: Volunteering with the Hispanic

Outreach Program at the Medical
University of South Carolina, working with
Latinx crime victims.
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6

of what these students bring
to campus. They’ve excelled in
every aspect and have assumed
leadership roles. And I think
they’ve made the campus more
welcoming to people of similar
backgrounds.”
Each summer, new Gateway
Scholars spend two weeks on
campus connecting with faculty, staff and other incoming
students. They register for their
first classes and become comfortable with on-campus technology and other resources.
They also attended financial
literacy and public speaking
seminars. The program also
includes a two-day cabin trip
to Pigeon Forge, Tenn., and a
new laptop.
Joshua Nunez from Brownsville,
Texas, was the program’s first
graduate. He earned his bachelor’s degree in physics in three
years. He currently lives in El
Paso and plans to attend graduate school at the University of
Texas at El Paso.
“Those first two weeks helped
get me on track for what I
wanted to do,” says Nunez.
“Moving to South Carolina was
a big leap for me, having never
been out of Texas before that.

"Becoming
a Gateway
scholar was like
becoming part of
a new family at
Wofford."

Having those two weeks helped
me settle down at first.”
Lydia Mead, a biology major
from Waxhaw, N.C., was studying abroad when her laptop
stopped working. She says
Lawton and Stukes jumped in
to make sure she quickly got a
replacement.
“They have always been there
for us, since the summer before
our first year at Wofford, and
I will always be grateful for
them,” says Mead, who will
pursue a master’s degree in
occupational therapy at East
Carolina University. “Becoming
a Gateway scholar was like
becoming part of a new family
at Wofford. I came to Wofford
without knowing any other
incoming students. I ended up
meeting my best friend and
roommate through Gateway,
and I am sure that my time at
Wofford would not have been
the same if I had never met her.”
Russ Kibbe, a chemistry major
from Irmo, S.C., is the first
person in his family to attend
college. He was nervous about
arriving on campus but says the
Gateway program gave him a
solid head start.

JULIE MARIE LYONS

5

Hometown: West Columbia, S.C.
Major: Biology
Highlights: Geek Guild secretary
and president; founder and
president for three years of
Wofford Writers.

Next: Plans to work for a year
while deciding her next step.

- LYDIA MEAD
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6

ARYK NIKKI HENNINGS
Hometown: Alpharetta, Ga.
Majors: Biology and Spanish

7

Highlights: Past vice president of

Wofford Women of Color and the Black
Student Alliance. She was a Wofford
Admission ambassador and a resident
assistant. She helped canvass the
community to register voters.

8

Next: Plans to work for a year, then go to
graduate school.

7

MATTHEW L AWRENCE NEWTON
Hometown: Santee, S.C.
Majors: Government and
environmental studies

Highlights: Graduated magna cum laude,

winner of the Algernon Sydney Sullivan
Award, a winner of the “Heart of the
Terrier” leadership award and a Phi Beta
Kappa inductee. He did an Interim study
abroad in Cape Town, South Africa,
studying the causes and legacy of
apartheid and the AIDS epidemic.

Next: Community development and

equity work before pursuing a master’s
degree in public administration.

8

ANNA CAROLINE FULBRIGHT
Hometown: Greenville, S.C.
Majors: Biology and

environmental studies

Highlights: She was an iCAN Fellow and
a member of Wofford Companions.
Placed second in the 2019 Two to Tell
competition for her presentation on
biodiversity and interdependence in
Costa Rica.

Next: Plans to work in outdoor
education.

9

9

IVAN NEFI AGUIL AR
Hometown: Elkin, N.C.
Majors: Spanish and sociology
and anthropology

Highlights: Graduated cum laude, winner

of the Gerry Ginocchio Award for
sociology and anthropology. Interned
with Charlotte-based nonprofit the Latin
American Coalition during the summer
of 2019. President of the Organization of
Latin American Students and a Bonner
Scholar.

Next: Taking gap year to work full-time in
a human services/nonprofit setting.
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WILSON ALEXANDER OSWALD

10

Hometown: Summerville, S.C.
Major: Physics
Highlights: Graduated summa cum laude. He
was a Phi Beta Kappa inductee, a Bonner
Scholar and student president of Campus
Outreach the past two years.

Next: Plans to work at Lucideon M+P in

Greenville, S.C., while raising financial
support to work with Campus Outreach’s
ministry internationally beginning next year.

LYDIA ELISE PATIENCE MEAD

11

Hometown: Waxhaw, N.C.
Major: Biology
Highlights: Graduated magna cum

laude. She was an iCAN Fellow and a
member of Campus Outreach and the
Intergenerational Connections program.

Next: Graduate school at East Carolina

University, pursuing a master’s degree in
occupational therapy.

ELIZABETH MAREE HENDRIX

12

Hometown: Gastonia, N.C.
Majors: Spanish and religion
Highlights: Graduated magna cum

laude, winner of the Charles F. Nesbitt
Award for religion. She was a member
of Campus Outreach and an Interfaith
Peace Fellow.

Next: Joining Campus Outreach staff at

the University of South Carolina. Plans to
pursue a Ph.D. in religion.

T YRUS XAVIER PEOPLES

13

Hometown: Lexington, S.C.
Major: Government
Highlights: Graduated cum laude, winner
of the William James McLeod Award.
He was a member of Wofford Men of
Color, an iCAN Fellow and Campus
Union treasurer; served on the judicial
commission and was a Bonner Scholar.

Next: Plans to attend law school.

34

FULL HOUSE

“Having someone to go to with
questions, having a group that
knows your circumstances and
has your back really was a highlight,” Kibbe says. “It was pretty
great from day one.”
Kibbe will head to Raleigh, N.C.,
in the fall to begin his pursuit of
a Ph.D. in chemistry at North
Carolina State University.
Jalen Carter, a psychology and
sociology and anthropology

FIRST GROUP OF GATEWAY SCHOLARS EARNS DEGREES

double major from Clinton,
S.C., says creating the Gateway
Scholars program is one of the
best things Wofford has done
and says the move will help
increase the diversity of the
college community.
“It’s a vital program,” says
Carter, who will pursue a
law degree at Washington
University in St. Louis, Mo.,
beginning in the fall. “It gives

11

12

people who might not otherwise have the means to be here
the resources they need to be
successful.”
Stukes says that Wofford is
changing the landscape for students in these groups through
the Gateway Scholars program.
He says the accomplishments
of the initial class show what
these students can accomplish if given the opportunity

and proves the importance of
the program.
Lawton says Wofford faculty
and staff have embraced the
program, working closely with
the Gateway Scholars over the
summers and throughout the
year. That’s one factor in the
program’s success. The biggest is the students themselves,
Lawton says.

13

“Our students have seized so
many opportunities to transform themselves, their communities and their future,” he says.
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SHAUN ROHAN CONWAY MOORE JR.

14

Hometown: Columbia, S.C.
Major: Business economics
Highlights: Linebacker on the football team that
won three consecutive Southern Conference
championships.

Next: Graduate school at North Greenville
University, pursuing an MBA.

JOSHUA NOEL NUNEZ

15

Hometown: Brownsville, Texas
Major: Physics
Highlights: Completed his degree in three

years to become the first Gateway Scholar to
graduate from Wofford.

Next: Working in El Paso, Texas; plans to attend

graduate school at the University of Texas at El
Paso.

CHRISTOPHER M. OVERTON

16

Hometown: Spartanburg, S.C.
Major: Physics
Highlights: Member of the Geek Guild for four
years and part of its leadership for three;
circulation assistant in the library for three
years and 3D printer TA for two years.

Next: Begins a doctoral program in physics in

14

16

the fall at the University of Georgia.

"They’ve excelled
in every aspect
and have assumed
leadership roles.
And I think they’ve
made the campus
more welcoming to
people of similar
backgrounds."
15
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- JAMES STUKES

17

SANDRA LOPEZ

20

19

ALISA LINETTE ROGERS

17

19

Hometown: Woodruff, S.C.

Hometown: Pomaria, S.C.

Major: Finance

Major: Psychology

Highlights: A Newman Civic Scholar and a Bonner, she

Highlights: Graduated magna cum laude, completing her

was named to the Southern Conference All-Freshman
track and field team. She was a Justice, Equity,
Diversity and Inclusion strategic vision community
researcher and did undergraduate research on the
Latinx community in Spartanburg.

degree in three years. She was a Phi Beta Kappa inductee,
an iCan Fellow, member of Alpha Phi Omega and served
as a student coordinator of the Resilience Project.

Next: Will attend graduate school at the University of

Next: Joining Pure Insurance in Charleston, S.C., as an

South Carolina, pursuing an education specialist degree in
counselor education.

ASHLYN RENEE FOX

JESSICA WANJIKU KURIA

underwriting analyst.

18

20

Hometown: Boone, N.C.

Hometown: Greenville, S.C.

Majors: Psychology, sociology and anthropology

Majors: Biology and Spanish

Highlights: A participant in Wofford-4-Women.

Highlights: Completed her degree in three years. She

Conducted undergraduate research into childhood
trauma and the value of play therapy.

Next: Applying to graduate school to pursue a degree

in clinical mental health counseling to become a clinical
counselor and a certified play therapist.

served on the executive board of Wofford Women of
Color and was a sports medicine intern and a resident
assistant.

Next: Working as a medical scribe while preparing for
medical school.
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CLASS NOTES
1954

The Rev. Gary Barber celebrates his 90th
birthday on July 7 and his 60th wedding
anniversary with Patricia Joyce Barber
on July 30. Barber enjoyed a career as a
Presbyterian minister and U.S. Air Force
chaplain (1964-84). He retired from First
Presbyterian Church, Lakeland, Fla., in
1998. Barber’s son, the Rev. Don Barber
’86, and his three daughters — Stewart
Barber Young ’09, Ellison Barber ’12 and
Lindel Barber Waclawski ’14 — are also
Wofford Terriers.

1965

Jack W. Lawrence, a retired Spartanburg
attorney, has been named a trustee emeritus
by Lander University in Greenwood, S.C.

1971

Condolences to Susie and Ken Pearson.
Their only child, Nathan William “Nate”
Pearson, passed away unexpectedly in
December at the age of 32. He leaves behind
his 6-year-old daughter, Kenzy.

1984

Dr. David Moody II has been appointed
CEO of Jadex. Most recently, Moody served

as executive vice president and president of
the Chemicals Division at Milliken & Co. He
served in a variety of roles during his 33-year
tenure at Milliken, including president of the
Floor Covering Division, president of the
Apparel Division and president of Milliken
Research Corp.

1986

Dr. Watson Jordan II, executive director
of The Resilience Initiative, was recently
interviewed on the podcast "Outside the
Box." Jordan resides in Asheville, N.C.

1989

Bill Brasington was named the South
Carolina High School League Coach of the
Year after leading Woodruff High School
to the 3A State Championship. The team
includes his son Daniel Brasington, who will
begin his first year at Wofford in the fall as a
member of the men’s golf team. Brasington
also is the executive director of the Adult
Learning Center in Spartanburg.

1991

Michael Shane Williamson, the president
and CEO of the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, was recently interviewed on the
Sports Spectrum Podcast. Williamson, who

played football while at Wofford, lives in
Nichols, S.C.

1992

Gene Partin Jr. has been promoted to
environmental department manager in
Terracon’s Columbia, S.C., office. Partin
has been with Terracon since 2004 and has
more than 23 years of experience in environmental consulting and hazardous materials
management.

1997

Dr. Shelley Haddock Dempsey successfully
defended her doctoral dissertation to earn a
Ph.D. in education policy at the University of
South Carolina. She is currently the director
of On Your Time Initiatives in the office of
the provost at the university.

2000

Dr. English Chapman Flack, a pediatric cardiologist and assistant professor at
Vanderbilt University Children’s Hospital
and medical director of Project ADAM,
recently participated in a webinar with
Wofford students. She discussed how she
chose Wofford, her experiences at the college, medical school and her career. She’s
also a member of the college’s board of

STAR R TR E ATM E NT

PAU L V EC C H I O N E ’ 1 0 S H I N ES S P OT L I G H T O N WO F F O R D I N N E W V I D EO
by Robert W. Dalton
It was closing in on 10 p.m. on the last
Wednesday night in April, and Paul
Vecchione ’10 was directing traffic on
the field at Gibbs Stadium.
Vecchione wanted one more take with
Dillon Droze ’24, a tight end on the
Wofford football team. And one more.
And one more. And, after he got the
shot he wanted, one more just for safety.
Vecchione and a four-man crew from
Starr Media, the production company he
runs with his brother, Zach, and another
partner, were on campus for three days
to shoot a recruiting video for the Office
of Admission.
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“I didn’t want to miss a sign or not show
a building in the right way,” Vecchione
says. “There was so much at stake. I
want to show the Wofford community
what we can do and show off how
special Wofford is. Honestly, I was more
nervous for this shoot than I get for a
massive campaign with celebrities.”

That’s saying a lot, considering that
Starr Media’s client list includes ESPN,
Nike, Tommy Hilfiger and Spotify. In the
weeks before the Wofford gig, Starr had
shoots going on around the world —
including a shoot for Netflix and a team
in Monaco shooting Tommy Hilfiger —
the man, not the brand.
Vecchione and his crew fanned out
across campus, shooting scenes in
Main Building, the Rosalind Sallenger
Richardson Center for the Arts, the
Chandler Center for Environmental
Studies, the Roger Milliken Science
Center and the Stewart H. Johnson
Greek Village, among others. They also
shot a scene at the urban garden in
Spartanburg’s Northside Community
and gathered footage from a variety of
locations across town.
The “cast” consisted of faculty, staff and
students. Eyon Brown ’21, an English
major with a film and digital media
concentration, from Columbia, S.C., got

to see the production from both sides of
the camera. In addition to appearing in a
scene, he worked closely with the crew
behind the scenes.
“I was just expecting to show up and
carry some equipment and follow
directions,” Brown says. “It was great
to be a part of the video and do some
voice-over work. It also taught me a lot
about videography and the nuances
that go into it, like getting the proper
lighting. I’m just glad I could contribute
to a successful project.”
Lilly Hatton ’23, a biology major from
Georgetown, Ind., is accustomed to
being in the spotlight as a member of
the women’s basketball team. She’s also
no stranger to the stage, having played
Maria in "The Sound of Music" in high
school. But she admits to having a few
butterflies as the crew shot her in a
chemistry lab.

trustees and took time out during the May
board meeting to have coffee with students
interested in careers in health care.

2001

Dr. Samuel Baughman Jr. has joined New
Hanover Regional Medical Center Physician
Specialists – General Surgery Specialists in
Wilmington, N.C. He is a general surgeon
with fellowship training in trauma surgery
and surgical critical care.
NBC “TODAY” show host and current
trustee Craig Melvin held a Zoom town hall
during the spring with Wofford students. He
talked about his time at Wofford and fielded
questions about his career path, new book
“Pops” and life and work during a pandemic.
Jeff Plotner and Ben Ross, the founders
of Brackish Bow Ties in Charleston, S.C.,
saw their work on display during the 93rd
Academy Awards ceremony. Don Cheadle,
an actor and presenter at the ceremony, wore
a guinea bow tie designed by the company.
Cam Newton, Bill Murray, Blake Lively, Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Howie Mandel, Ted Danson,
Danny DeVito, Andy Samberg, Ne-Yo and
Terrence Howard are among other celebrities who have donned the company’s handcrafted ties.
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“I was a little nervous because I wanted
to do a good job of representing what
Wofford has to offer,” Hatton says. “I’m
really excited for future students to see
this video and see what is happening
at Wofford, because there’s a lot to be
excited about.”
Megan Tyler ’14, the director of
admission, says she’s excited to have
a new tool to showcase Wofford to
prospective students.
“We were thrilled beyond measure to
have Paul and Starr Media shoot our
new admission video,” says Tyler. “Paul
and his team have a beautiful way of
capturing stunning visuals that speak
to the human heart. To have such
stellar professionals working with us to
share what it means to join the Wofford
community was a real gift.”
Read more online.

Paul Vecchione ’10 (left) goes over a script with Dillon
Droze ’24, a tight end on the Wofford football team. Droze,
who has not declared a major yet, is from Roebuck, S.C.
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CLASS NOTES
2003

2006

Catherine R. Codispoti was recently the
subject of a feature in American Healthcare
Leader. Earlier this year she was promoted
to chief people officer of Children’s National
Hospital in Washington, D.C., where she has
worked since 2019.

Julius Richardson II and his wife, Sairy,
welcomed their daughter, Ileana Ann, on Jan.
29, 2021. They have one other child, Oscar.
The family lives in the Charlotte, N.C., area,
where Richardson is a residential architect
with MGPB.

Currie Gossett is relocating her boutique fitness studio, C.O.R.E. grow strong,
from downtown Greenville, S.C., to a
4,000-square-foot site in the redeveloped
Overbrook Village. Gossett, a former Terrier
volleyball player, recently celebrated the
business’s second anniversary.

Melissa Fried Spence, a labor and employment attorney, has joined Butler Snow in its
Charleston, S.C., office. Spence was included
in the Charleston Regional Business
Journal’s “40 Under 40” list in 2020.

Sarah Woodard Thornton and Mitchell
Thornton welcomed their third child,
Samuel Paul "Sam" Thornton, nine weeks
prematurely on Dec. 15, 2020. They have
two other children, Anna Clarke (5) and
Harry (1). The family lives in Charleston,
South Carolina

2008

Mark Reynolds has joined Terrier Financial
Group as a wealth advisor. He spent the
previous 10 years in a variety of roles with
Delta Air Lines. Mark and Leland Hollowell
Reynolds ’10 now live in Spartanburg. They
welcomed their second son, Lawson Samuel
Reynolds, on Dec. 4, 2020. The first son,
Harter James Reynolds, was born on Jan.
7, 2019, in Mexico City, Mexico, when Mark
was there on assignment from Delta. Mark
says Harter is already a great big brother.

Megan Early-Soppa has been elected to
partner in the Greenville, S.C., office of the
Moseley Marcinak Law Group.

2009

Andrew Dobson has been appointed to
the board of commissioners of the South
Carolina School for the Deaf and the Blind by
Gov. Henry McMaster. Dobson is a partner
in the Spartanburg accounting firm Halliday,
Schwartz & Co.

2010

Patrick Grayson Sellars of Pauline, S.C.,
earned a Ph.D. in educational leadership
from Gardner-Webb University and was
honored during commencement ceremonies on May 7. Sellars is an administrator
in Spartanburg County School District Six.

2011

Mollie McInnis Hobbs has rebranded her
women’s clothing store in Columbia, S.C.,
from Copper Penny Columbia to Slate.

‘A WI LL TO P R E ACH ’

T H E R E V. D R . W I L L W I L L I M O N ’ 6 8 T H E SU B J ECT O F N E W D O C U M EN TA RY
by Robert W. Dalton
The Rev. Dr. Will Willimon ’68 is well
known for delivering memorable
sermons. A new documentary provides
an inside look at how Willimon gets from
idea to the polished final product.
SCETV aired the documentary, “A Will
to Preach,” along with a 30-minute
interview, “A Conversation with Will
Willimon,” in late May.
Susie Films, a Davidson, N.C.-based
company, produced the documentary.
Willimon, professor of the practice of
Christian ministry at the Duke University
Divinity School, said it was weird trying
to conduct business as usual with a film
crew in tow.
“In the opening shot I enter a Duke
classroom saying, ‘As you know, I always
have a film crew follow me through the
day,’” Willimon says. The videographers
“were a group of seasoned professionals
who made it seem a bit less weird,” he
adds.
The documentary follows Willimon
through his process for building a
40

sermon — from reading scripture and
commentaries, to conversations —
and then delivering it at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Salisbury, N.C. It
includes interviews with family, friends
and colleagues, as well as clips from
previous sermons.
During the interview, which was shot
over several hours one day at his
home church, Buncombe Street United
Methodist in Greenville, S.C., Willimon
talks extensively about his time at
Wofford — including the time he was
almost kicked out for publishing a
satirical cartoon about then-president
Charles Marsh in The Journal, Wofford’s
literary magazine.

United Methodist Church for eight years,
and he has authored about 100 books.
He is currently in his third term on the
Wofford College board of trustees.
Willimon says he hopes the documentary
shows the joys and challenges of being
called to be a preacher.
Read more online.

“It was a harrowing experience,”
Willimon says in the interview. “One
thing I learned from that was, I’m never
again going to publish anything that I’m
not willing to stand up for.”
For 20 years, Willimon was dean of
the chapel and professor of Christian
ministry at Duke. He served as bishop
of the North Alabama Conference of The

SCETV aired a new documentary on the
Rev. Dr. Will Willimon ’68 on Thursday, May
27. A 30-minute interview with Willimon
followed. (Photo credit: Susie Films)

E XP LO R I N G K N OWLE DG E - MAK I N G

D R . PA I G E W EST ’ 91 E A R N S G U GG EN H EI M F EL LOW S H I P
by Robert W. Dalton
A year ago, Dr. Paige West ’91 found
herself marooned in New York City. The
raging COVID-19 pandemic prevented
her from traveling to Papua New Guinea,
as she had done for 25 years, to conduct
ethnographic research.
West, the Claire Tow Professor of
Anthropology at Barnard College and
director of the Center for the Study of
Social Difference at Columbia University,
used the time to complete the application process for a Guggenheim
Fellowship. It was her first time applying, and the process is competitive.
“It gave me something to hold onto as I
felt like things were falling apart,” West
says.
She learned in April that she had earned
one of the prestigious fellowships.
“I really thought I didn’t have a chance,”
West says. “I thought just making it
through the first round was a big deal.
When I got the email (telling her she had
been awarded a fellowship), I may have
stood up and screamed and scared my
husband and our cats.”
The Guggenheim Foundation awards
about 175 fellowships each year. It

receives about 3,000 applications annually. Fellowships are awarded through
two competitions — one for citizens
and permanent residents of the United
States and Canada, and the other for citizens and permanent residents of Latin
America and the Caribbean.
“I am honored beyond words to be
included in such an incredible group of
fellows,” West says. “I’m excited about
the work that I will do with that grant,
telling a story of climate change that
resonates with people who know places
intimately and how they change their
lives daily in respect to climate change.”
She will tell those stories in “Aunty: A
Prayer for the World,” a book based on
her years of research. In the book she
will chronicle the experiences of diverse
people in diverse locations — from
Papua New Guinea to India to New York
and Georgia.
“People everywhere have different
knowledge-making practices,” West
says. “The New York City chapter is
about feral cats and rats, but there
are opossums and racoons in there,
too. Most people think about rats and
pigeons; they don’t think about feral
cats and the people who take care of

them. People make knowledge about
these animals through experience, but
also through scientific processes.”
The Guggenheim Fellowship is the
second major honor for West this year.
In February she was among the honorees in the Explorers Club’s inaugural
EC 50 program, which recognizes 50
explorers who are changing the world.
She's one of 21 women named to the list.
More than 400 explorers were nominated from more than 50 countries.
Because of a spike of COVID-19 cases
in Papua New Guinea, West will spend
a second straight summer at home. Her
research will go on, however, because
of her partnerships with the indigenous
people of Papua New Guinea.
Dr. Paige West ’91, the Claire Tow
Professor of Anthropology at Barnard
College and director of the Center for the
Study of Social Difference at Columbia
University, was recently awarded a
Guggenheim Fellowship. Above, she sits
in the Ajanta Caves in Aurangabad, India
(photo by Danielle Smith), and co-pilots
a helicopter with Mal “Kela” Smith in
Goroka, Papua New Guinea (photo by Mal
Smith).
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CLASS NOTES
2012

Warren B. Ritter II has been elected to
the board of directors of The Santa Barbara
(Calif.) Education Foundation. Ritter is a
financial advisor with Wealth Management
Strategies and serves as a county commissioner in Santa Barbara.

2015

Washington, D.C.-based artist Mills Brown
was recently interviewed by Power Clash
Art, an online arts publication.

Dr. Chelsea Ashworth Maniscalco and
her husband, Dr. Lee Maniscalco, welcomed
their daughter, Amelia Rose, on Jan. 22, 2021.
The family lives in Birmingham, Ala., where
she is a dentist and he is an oral surgeon.

Elizabeth Thompson Felderman and Rod
Felderman welcomed a son, Scott Aaron
Felderman, on Jan. 22, 2021. They also have
a daughter, Alice Evelyn Felderman.
Mary Collins Halligan and Linwood P.
Britton IV ’17 were married on Aug. 24,
2019. The couple resides in Charlotte, N.C.,
where he is a development associate with
Asana Partners.

Ryann Kroske McCall has been promoted
to social media manager at Pinckney
Palm, a boutique social media agency
based in Charleston and Upstate, S.C.

Kionie Sanders James recently completed her Elon University Law School residency-in-practice with apparel company
Kontoor Brands in Greensboro, N.C.

2013

Dr. Elizabeth Ramsey was elected as a chief
resident of the Prisma Health Midlands/
University of South Carolina Internal
Medicine Residency Program. She will serve
during the 2021-22 academic year.

2016

Jonathan Cooper and Taylor Kuykendall
were married on Sept. 26, 2020, at Heyward
Manor in Iva, S.C. He is the controls group
manager for Milliken & Co. in Blacksburg,
S.C., and is pursuing his MBA through
LSU Shreveport. The couple resides in
Spartanburg.

2017

Lincoln Stewart has joined Countybank as
a commercial relationship manager in Greer,
S.C. Before joining Countybank, Stewart
was vice president and portfolio manager
for First Reliance Bank in Greenville, S.C.

D U N N , WI LLIAM S AN D WO LL AM NAM E D SO UTH E R N
CO N F E R E N CE G R AD UATE SCH O L AR S
by Brent Williamson
Wofford College student-athletes
Megan Dunn, Omar Williams and Grant
Wollam earned three of the 10 available Southern Conference postgraduate scholarships.
The scholarships, worth $2,000 each,
are awarded to student-athletes
about to receive their undergraduate degrees who intend to pursue
advanced degrees in graduate or professional school. The student-athletes
are evaluated on academics, athletics
and community service.
MEGAN DUNN ’21 was awarded the

Bob McCloskey Insurance Scholarship.
A multi athlete for the Terriers’ track
and field team, Dunn is a three-time
SoCon champion, winning the pentathlon during the 2020 and 2021 indoor
seasons and the heptathlon during the
2021 outdoor season. Prior to that, she
was the runner-up in the pentathlon in
2018 and in the javelin and heptathlon
in 2019. She holds program records in
both the pentathlon and javelin.
A biology major with a 3.93 GPA, Dunn,
who has spent 340 hours working as
an optometric assistant, will attend
the three-year accelerated scholars
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From left: Dunn, Williams, Wollam

program at Pennsylvania College
of Optometry at Salus University
beginning in July. The native of
Dorchester, Ontario, has twice
been named to the Academic AllSoCon team and has earned SoCon
Commissioner’s Medals three times.
She earned the W. Raymond Leonard
Endowed Scholarship and the Dobbs
Scholarship from the Wofford biology
department. Dunn has been involved
in coaching youth sports.
OMAR WILLIAMS ’21 is also a Bob

McCloskey Insurance Scholarship

recipient. A four-year letterman on the
men’s tennis team, Williams worked
his way up the lineup to play in the No.
1 singles spot this season. Williams,
who was named to the All-Freshman
team in 2018, was named First-Team
All-Conference this season in addition
to being the February athlete of the
month and a two-time player of the
week.
The native of Spartanburg, S.C., is
a three-time honoree on the SoCon
Academic Honor Roll and has been
named to the SoCon Academic

2019

Elizabeth Haltiwanger and Trevor
Gotkowski ’17 were married on Aug. 22,
2020. They live in Charleston, S.C.
Kent Liggitt Jr. is working at South State
Bank in Charleston, S.C. He is a financial
sales representative at the bank’s Broad
Street location.
Fletcher Magee was recently featured in
an article on ESPN.com. Magee, the NCAA’s
all-time leader in 3-pointers, is currently
playing overseas with Studentski Centar
Podgorica in Montenegro.
Florence Sloan was one of three recipients of the 2021 C. David Jackson Memorial
Society of North Carolina Archivists Student
Scholarship. Sloan is completing her MSLS
degree at UNC Chapel Hill.

Team twice. Williams has been the
men’s tennis team representative on
Wofford’s Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee for the past two years
and has assisted in service projects.
A double major in accounting and
finance, Williams plans to attend
Clemson’s School of Accountancy
while preparing for the CPA exam.
GR ANT WOLL AM ’21 is the 2021

recipient of the Dave Hart Scholarship.
A goalkeeper for the Terriers, Wollam
made consecutive starts this spring
allowing four goals and making 11

2020

Benjamin Karriker and Effie Kropp were
married on Oct. 24, 2020, in Sparta, N.C.
The couple resides in Knoxville, Tenn. He
is an assistant superintendent for Denark
Construction. She will begin graduate school
in the fall.

FACULTY AND STAFF
Dr. Laura Barbas Rhoden, professor of
Spanish, has been elected to a two-year term
on the United Way of the Piedmont board
of directors. She will serve through 2023.
Dr. Peter Brewitt, assistant professor
and chair of environmental studies, and
Sheridan Kate Murray ’19 published
the paper “Assessing the Efficacy of the
Tiger Stamp: A Policy Tool Approach” in
the Journal of Environmental Studies and
Sciences (2021).

saves in the two contests for a seasonal .733 save percentage and 2.00
GAA. For his career, Wollam has
posted a .711 save percentage and a
2.04 goals-against average over 15
games and 12 starts.
A physics and finance double major
with a 3.74 GPA, Wollam has been a
team representative for Wofford’s
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
since 2019. In 2020, Wollam became
a Gift of Life Donor, donating stem
cells to a stranger with similar DNA
who needed a transplant to overcome

Dr. Christine Dinkins, William R. Kenan
Jr. Professor of Philosophy, and Dr. Jeanne
Sorrell published the ethics column
“Resisting Vaccination: How Can Nurses
Respond Ethically?” in The Online Journal
of Issues in Nursing, Vol. 26, No. 1, January
2021.
Dr. Courtney Dorroll, assistant professor of religion, and Dr. Begona Caballero,
associate professor of Spanish, had the
article “Creating Virtual Exchanges:
Promoting Intercultural Knowledge When
Study Abroad Is Not Possible” published in
Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive
Scholarship and Pedagogy.
Dr. Natalie Grinnell, Reeves Family
Professor in Humanities, has had the article “Sex and Disability in the Middle Ages”
accepted for publication in the forthcoming
edition of the Companion to Sexuality in the
Medieval West from ARC Humanities Press.

leukemia and then providing a second
donation months later. Wollam
helped organize an outreach event
that brought around 100 elementary
school children to Wofford’s campus
to experience being a college student
for a day, also helping develop physics
demonstrations for the presentation.
The Leesburg, Ga., native plans to
pursue a master’s degree in electrical
engineering and hopes to one day own
his own engineering company to help
create a cleaner planet.

43

IN MEMORIAM
1949

James Earl Brannon, March 27, 2021,
Spartanburg, S.C. Brannon was a retired
office manager for Draper Corp. He was a
sergeant in the U.S. Army Air Corps during
World War II, completing gunnery training
on B-24s. He was a longtime member of
Bethel United Methodist Church, where he
was an usher.
Edward Singleton Ervin III, March 30, 2021,
Sumter, S.C. A licensed adjuster, appraiser
and Realtor, he was the retired owner and
operator of Ervin Adjustment Co. Ervin
served in the U.S. Navy during World War
II. He was a past member of the State College
board of trustees and a former board chairman at Francis Marion University, where a
dining hall was named in his honor.

1950

Harry Morgan Baxter Jr., Feb. 16, 2021,
Stone Mountain, Ga. Baxter enlisted in the
U.S. Navy in 1942 and served in the Pacific
Theater as a ball turret gunner. He received
the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air
Medal with five Gold Stars. He attended
Wofford before transferring to the University
of South Carolina, where he earned his bachelor’s degree. Baxter retired from Exxon after
37 years.

1951

The Rev. Robert Auburn Hall Jr., March 1,
2021, Greenville, S.C. Hall was a longtime
member of the S.C. Conference of the United
Methodist Church. His pastoral appointments
included Fort Mill, James Island, Cowpens,
Pageland and Greer. After retiring from fulltime ministry, he served part-time for several years as parish minister at Buncombe
Street UMC in Greenville. Hall was a first
lieutenant in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War, and he taught at Eckerd College in St.
Petersburg, Fla.
Willis Josey Woodham, March 2, 2021,
Spartanburg, S.C. Woodham was co-captain of the track team in 1951 and was the
team MVP his junior and senior years. He
was a fourth-generation farmer who grew
cotton, oats and soybeans. He loved a good
story as much as he loved home-grown vegetables. He served in the U.S. Army during
the Korean War as a second lieutenant in the
25th Infantry Division. Woodham was a lifelong member of Bethlehem United Methodist
Church.
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1952

Paul Stribling Ellison, April 2, 2021, Shelby,
N.C. Ellison spent his career in the health
care industry, including service as president of Cleveland Memorial Hospital in
Shelby for 17 years. He was the first recipient of the American College of Healthcare
Executives’ Lifetime Achievement Award.
He also received the Order of the Long Leaf
Pine, North Carolina’s highest civilian honor.
Ellison served as a second lieutenant in the
U.S. Army’s First Cavalry Division for two
years and as a captain in the Army Reserve
Medical Service Corps for eight.

1953

Nollie Slone “Buddy” Platt, Feb. 19, 2021,
North Myrtle Beach, S.C. Platt was a lieutenant in the U.S. Army and was a combat
veteran of the Korean War. He retired after
39 years as a marketing representative with
Exxon. Platt had a natural talent for woodworking, and the Barbie house he made for
his granddaughter was included in an article
celebrating Barbie’s birthday. He won two
awards for painting fire hydrants in North
Myrtle Beach.

1956

Howard Eldred Toole, March 19, 2021, Greer,
S.C. Toole was a member of the Wofford football team. He rose to the rank of major in
the U.S. Army, serving in Germany, Korea
and Vietnam. He received a Bronze Star for
meritorious service. He was a member of
Morningside Baptist Church in Spartanburg,
where he served as a deacon and sang in the
Sanctuary Choir, Senior Choir and Golden
Tones.

1958

Walton Bennett Stamper, April 19, 2021,
Southborough, Mass. During 20 years of
active duty in the U.S. Army, Stamper had
assignments in Germany, the Dominican
Republic, Vietnam and Korea. As a master
parachutist in the 82nd Airborne Division,
he received the Legion of Merit and the
Bronze Star. He retired with the rank of
lieutenant colonel. Stamper later worked
as the chief procurement officer for the
town of Framingham, Mass. He traveled the
world with his wife and served as a member
of the Military Order of the World Wars,
Association of the United States Army and
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company
of Massachusetts.

1959

The Rev. Dr. Richard D. Dillingham, March
5, 2021, Enoree, S.C. Dillingham served
as pastor of Church of God churches in
Maryland and across South Carolina. He also
worked as a counselor in the Union County
School System.
William Harrison Patterson, March 17,
2021, Blacksburg, Va. Patterson taught biology in several private schools, including
Spartanburg Day School. He also taught in
Caracas, Venezuela, for three years. His passion was for singing tenor in choirs, and he
directed the choir at Colonial Presbyterian
Church in Roanoke, Va., for almost 25 years.
For most of the past 20 years, he lived a quiet
life in the woods of Floyd, Va.

1960

Dr. Julian Cleon Josey Jr., May 10, 2021,
Spartanburg, S.C. Josey worked in the
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System
for nearly 50 years, serving as chair of the
Radiation Oncology Department, medical
chief of staff, a founding board member of
the Spartanburg Regional Foundation and
a member of the board of trustees. In 1980,
Josey led a group that secured a three-year
grant to start Spartanburg County Hospice.
He and Dr. James D. Bearden were instrumental in the creation of the Gibbs Cancer
Center and Research Institute, the BeardenJosey Center for Breast Health and the Gibbs
Cancer Center at Pelham. Josey was a captain
in the U.S. Army and served in the Vietnam
War, where he was awarded a Bronze Star
with valor. He was a member of the Episcopal
Church of the Advent and served on the board
of the Salvation Army. He also was a commissioner for SCETV. In his free time he enjoyed
fly fishing, reading, gardening and farming.
Robert Alexander Warr, Feb. 4, 2021, Lamar,
S.C. Warr was a winner of the Darlington
County Developer of the Year award for
his role in developing an industrial park. A
retired farmer, Warr had been a partner in
the Golden Leaf Warehouse of Lamar and
Lake City, S.C.

1961

David A. Gillespie Sr., Feb. 16, 2021,
Woodruff, S.C. Gillespie was a member of
St. James United Methodist Church and
taught Sunday school at numerous churches
throughout his lifetime. He was a former
chairman of the Spartanburg School District
six board of trustees and a former director
of the Spartanburg Girls Home. Gillespie
retired from the textile industry after leading the exclusive selling branch of Abington
Machinery.

R E M E M B E R I N G J E R RY COG D E LL
by Robert W. Dalton
Jerry Cogdell retired in 2000 after 33 years as assistant dean
of the college, but current Wofford students still benefit from
his legacy. Cogdell helped establish and was coordinator of
Interim.
He died on April 15, 2021, at his home in Spartanburg, S.C. He
was 87.
“He was one of the best people I ever knew,” says Dr. Dan
Maultsby ’61, dean of the college and professor of sociology
emeritus. “Nobody was more conscientious or able. He was
always steady, always there.”
Cogdell was born in Greeneville, Tenn., but his family moved
to upstate New York when he was 6. He earned a bachelor’s
degree at Muskingum University in New Concord, Ohio, and
a master’s degree from Yale University. He also completed
the Summer Institute for Educational Management at Harvard
University.

Maultsby says Cogdell was a “magnificent” writer. He also was
in demand as a proofreader and editor.
“He taught writing to the first-year students,” Maultsby says.
“Some of them still talk about how much they learned from
him.”
When he retired, the board of trustees granted Cogdell
emeritus status.
Cogdell and his wife of 51 years, Cecilia Haggerty Cogdell,
were longtime members of First Presbyterian Church. His love
of music led him to sing in First Presbyterian’s Chancel Choir,
Madrigal Singers and the Spartanburg Festival Chorus. They
also supported music and the arts, educational institutions
and other charitable organizations in the community.
“He was just a good man,” Maultsby says. “He set an example
for students and faculty. He was one of my favorite people.”

MAKE A MEMORIAL GIFT
Call the Alumni Office at 864-597-4185.
Visit wofford.edu/makeagift.
Mail a check made payable to WOFFORD COLLEGE
429 N. Church St., Spartanburg, S.C. 29303
Remember to include the name of the person you are honoring with your gift.
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IN MEMORIAM
1963

Don Wayne “Jet” Johnson, Feb. 14, 2021,
Tuscumbia, Ala. After 15 years in the insurance business, Johnson moved into a career
in manufacturing. His final assignment was
the start-up and management of a North
American Lighting plant in Muscle Shoals,
Ala. He enjoyed cooking, and family favorites
included steaks on the grill, spaghetti and
fresh boiled peanuts.

1966

John Patrick Henry Sr., April 22, 2021,
Conway, S.C. Henry served four years in
the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam War.
After graduating from the University of South
Carolina School of Law, he joined the John
Thompson Law Firm, which later became the
Thompson and Henry Law Firm. He served
many years as the Horry County attorney
and was president of the Horry County Bar
Association. He was a trustee of Spartanburg
Methodist College. Henry was a member of
Trinity United Methodist Church in Conway,
where he served in a variety of roles, from
trustee to Sunday school teacher.

Charles Paul “Butch” Wieland, Feb. 20,
2021, Great Falls, S.C. Wieland served in
the U.S. Army for six years. He worked as a
teacher, assistant principal and principal at
Great Falls High School for 41 years. He was
known for driving to Spartanburg and loading
his truck with Krispy Kreme doughnuts to
support Great Falls High fundraisers. After
retiring he became a state constable, working
with the Fort Lawn Police Department and
the Chester County School Resource Officers
for 18 years. He was a member of Fort Lawn
Presbyterian Church, where he served as an
elder and clerk of session.

1967

Samuel Leon “Sandy” Beckham Jr., March
24, 2021, Darlington, S.C. Beckham taught
at schools around the state. After retiring,
he returned to Darlington, where he bought
and renovated an old house in the historic
district. He enjoyed playing golf and telling
stories. Beckham was active in ROTC while
at Wofford and served two years in the U.S.
Army, reaching the rank of first lieutenant.

Ian Campbell McIntyre, March 13, 2021,
Selma, N.C. McIntyre was the former senior
partner in the Charlotte, N.C., business
consulting firm of McIntyre, McIntyre and
Roberts. A native of Toronto, he achieved
the rank of Queen’s Scout, Canada’s highest
scouting award. He established the Hawn
Society, a national charity to promote farmland preservation. He was a founder and
board member of Charlotte’s Scottish Rite
Library and a founding member of the Loch
Norman Highland Games.

1968

Robert Matthews Hopkins Jr., March 18,
2021, Charlotte, N.C. After a brief stint as
teacher in Summerville, N.C., Hopkins moved
to Charlotte, where he began a career in real
estate development and served as president
of Hopkins and Co. He enjoyed watching
Jeopardy!, playing with his dogs and finding a good parking spot. He also made it a
point never to miss a school performance or
sporting event in which his three children
participated.

F RO M TH E ARCH IVE S

WO F F O R D ' S E A R LY C O N T R I B U T I O N S TO M E T H O D I S M
by Phillip Stone ’94, college archivist
Throughout the college’s history, numerous Wofford graduates have pursued
ordination in the Methodist Church.
Many of them served local churches in
South Carolina and elsewhere, influencing countless families as they ministered
in communities. Several 20th-century
Wofford graduates went on to have a
profound influence on the life of the
church well beyond South Carolina.
Dr. Albert C. Outler was perhaps the
foremost Methodist theologian of the
20th century. A Georgia native and son
of a Methodist minister, he graduated
from Wofford in 1928. After attending
seminary at Emory University, he served
churches in South Georgia before pursuing a Ph.D. in religion at Yale University.
He taught at Duke, then Yale, and
finally, in 1951, took a position at the
Perkins School of Theology at Southern
Methodist University. His research and
teaching focused on John Wesley, and
he became one of the world’s leading
authorities on Wesley’s life and theology.
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Before Outler, scholars did not have
much of an appreciation for Wesley
as a theological innovator, but Outler
changed that. He had a profound impact
on the way Methodists and others view
Wesley, and was largely responsible for
coming up with the term “Wesleyan
Quadrilateral” to describe the basis of
Wesley’s theology — the reliance on
scripture, reason, church tradition and
personal experience in reaching theological conclusions. He was a leader in
bringing Methodism into the greater ecumenical movement and was an observer
at the Second Vatican Council. He
preached the sermon at the uniting conference of the United Methodist Church
in 1968. An endowed chair in religion at
Wofford honors Outler’s memory.
While Outler was one of the church’s
leading theologians, Edwin D. Mouzon
was one of its organizational leaders.
Mouzon, a member of Wofford’s Class of
1889, grew up in Spartanburg at Central
Methodist Church. Following graduation,

he joined the South Carolina Conference
but immediately transferred to Texas.
He spent the next 20 years serving
churches there, eventually leaving the
pulpit to start a theology department
at Southwestern University. It was from
that position that in 1910, the 41-year old
Mouzon was elected a Methodist bishop.
He championed the creation of Southern
Methodist University and its seminary,
the institution where fellow Terrier Albert
Outler made many of his contributions
to Methodism. Mouzon served as a
bishop for 27 years and was the senior
bishop at his death. During his tenure,
he was a leader in the efforts to reunify
the Northern and Southern branches of
Methodism, serving as the chair of the
unsuccessful unification commission in
the 1910s. After that attempt failed, he
continued to work for church union for
the rest of his life, though he died two
years before reunification in 1939. He was
last in Spartanburg just a month before
his death, when he came to preach at
Central’s centennial celebration.

1973

Paul Martin Hyman, Feb. 12, 2021, Aiken,
S.C. Hyman was a member of the Wofford
men’s golf team that captured the NAIA
national championship in 1973. He was named
to the All-America team. Hyman served in the
U.S. Army during the Vietnam War before
coming to Wofford. He retired as a financial
analyst for Westinghouse Savannah River Co.
on his birthday in 2010 to spend more time
with his family, play more golf, catch more
fish, read more books and watch more movies.

1974

Evans Taylor “Van” Barnette, Feb. 16, 2021,
Greenwood, S.C. After graduating from the
University of South Carolina School of Law,
Barnette spent most of his legal career as a
partner at McCutchen, Blanton, Johnson and
Barnette in Columbia, S.C. He closed his law
practice in 2014 to work alongside his father
at their family business, Carolina Pride Foods
in Greenwood. He was an avid outdoorsman
and enjoyed spending time hunting, boating
or just walking. He especially enjoyed bird
hunting, a passion that led to trips to places
such as Louisiana, Canada and Argentina.

Wofford continued to contribute leaders
to the Methodist Church, and a generation of clergy helped steer South Carolina
Methodism through turbulent times. One
of those, the Rev. Eben Taylor, was a
1948 Phi Beta Kappa graduate. After
his seminary studies at Duke, he served
churches in South Carolina for over 40
years. Taylor was elected to represent
South Carolina at the General Conference
on several occasions and was at the uniting General Conference in 1968 to hear
Albert Outler’s unification sermon. Taylor
was an acknowledged leader in social
justice causes, and his papers, which are
in the Wofford archives, reflect his interest in helping make the Methodist Church
a more inclusive denomination. Taylor
inspired generations of clergy who came
after him, and more than a few Wofford
alumni have followed in his path to lead
Methodists not just in South Carolina, but
throughout the denomination.

1978

Jack Douglas Owens, April 21, 2021,
Spartanburg, S.C. Owens lettered in baseball during his time at Wofford. He was president of Skatell’s Jewelers and opened the
Spartanburg store in 1996. He was a hands-on
dad to his three children, making it a point to
attend every game, recital and event.

1982

Malcolm McDonald Campbell, April 29,
2021, City Island, N.Y. Campbell had a 30-year
career as a publishing executive for a variety of music publications, including SPIN
and Rolling Stone. He joined SPIN in 1991
as a sales manager and worked his way up
to publisher in nine years. He jumped to
competitor Blender magazine in 2001, serving as publisher there for four years before
heading back to SPIN for another five-year
run as publisher. After a stint as publisher of
The Fader, in 2019, Campbell became executive director of East Coast corporate sales
at PMC/Penske Media, the corporate parent
of Rolling Stone and Variety, among others.

FRIENDS

Maryann Cochran Abbott, April 28, 2021,
Greenville, S.C. Abbott was a lifelong member
of First Presbyterian Church in Greenville,
where she served as a trustee, deacon and
president of the Women of the Church.
She was active in the community, holding leadership positions in the YWCA, the
Greenville County Library, United Way and
the Community Foundation of Greenville.
She was the widow of Forrest Abbott ’43.
Charles McGinty, March 27, 2021, Fort Mill,
S.C. McGinty became Wofford’s first men’s
soccer coach in 1975. He coached the Terriers
for eight seasons, compiling a 62-55-5 record.
A native of Glasgow, Scotland, he was a twotime soccer All-American at Erskine College
and was elected to the college’s Hall of Fame.
He was director of the Boys Home of York
County (S.C.) for many years.

From left: Mouzon, Outler, Taylor
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TERRIER CLUB
FA L L K I C KO F F
ATHLETICS KICKOFF WEEKEND
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

11 a.m.: Terrier Club Golf Invitational
6:30 p.m.: BBQ, beer and band party

Terrier Tailgate
Wofford Football vs Kennesaw State

Look for details and information on registration and tickets coming soon!

WOFFORD.EDU/75THANNIVERSARY

OCTOBER 15-17

H E DAT E S

HOMECOMING
WEEKEND
50-Year Club Dinner
Reunions for Classes ending in 0, 1, 5, 6 (1976-2016)
Special events honoring the Class of 2020
Wofford vs. Samford football
Marys and Mimosas
All-alumni campus gathering featuring the Blue Dogs
Alumni Service Awards

WOFFORD.EDU/HOMECOMING

429 N. Church St.
Spartanburg, SC 29303
864-597-4000 • wofford.edu

CO M M U N I T Y
The community that Coach Johnny Bomar, head cross
country/track and field coach, has developed is one of
the reasons for the team’s overwhelming success.
These new graduates are proof: (from left) Ford McCoy (distance),
Anastasia Burroughs (distance), Kelly Hogan (throws), Sam Larkin
(sprints), Megan Dunn (multi) and Isaiah Ellis (sprints/hurdles).

